
SKU JOURNAL OF ENGINEERING RESEARCH Vol-1 Issue-1 
(JANUARY – MARCH 2024) 

 

WWW.SKUJER.COM Page 10 
 

Exploiting Solar Power: Empowering Smart Buildings for a Sustainable 
Future 

 
 

Nitesh Mishra 
Asst. Professor Department of Electrical Engg. 

Shri Krishna University, Chhatarpur (M.P.) 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
A potential answer to the global problems of climate change and energy sustainability is the 
combination of solar energy with smart building technologies. The integration of solar energy 
systems into smart buildings is examined in this article, which opens up new possibilities for 
improved resilience, efficiency, and environmental stewardship. 
 
The Synergy of Solar Power and Smart Buildings 
Smart buildings are characterized by their ability to optimize energy usage through data-driven 
decision-making and automation. When combined with solar power generation, these buildings 
become even more energy-efficient and sustainable. Solar panels installed on rooftops or facades 
harness abundant sunlight to generate clean electricity, reducing reliance on grid power and 
lowering carbon emissions. 
 
Key Benefits of Solar - Powered Smart Buildings 
 
Renewable Energy Generation : By converting sunlight into electricity, solar panels offer an 
abundant and renewable energy source for smart building functions. 
  
Energy Independence : Smart buildings increase resilience and stability, particularly during 
power outages or disturbances, by producing their own electricity and lowering reliance on 
conventional energy sources. 
 
Cost Savings : Solar power can significantly lower utility bills over the long term, as buildings 
rely less on grid electricity and may even generate surplus energy to sell back to the grid through 
net metering programs. 
 
Environmental Impact : Solar-powered smart buildings reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
contribute to a cleaner, more sustainable environment by displacing fossil fuel-based electricity 
generation. 
 
Integration with Smart Systems : Solar energy systems can be seamlessly integrated with 
existing smart building technologies, such as energy management systems and IoT sensors, to 
optimize energy usage and enhance overall efficiency. 
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Fig 1: IOT Solar Energy Management 
 
Overcoming Challenges and Maximizing Potential : 
While there are many advantages to solar-powered smart buildings, there are also some issues 
that need to be resolved if their full potential is to be realized. These include the initial expenses 
of installing solar panels, the erratic availability of sunshine, the need for permits and 
regulations, and the demand for qualified individuals to design, install, and maintain solar energy 
systems. 
 
Case Studies : 
Rewa Solar Project : RUMSL has developed 750 MW Rewa Solar Project and 250 MW 
Mandsaur Solar Park. 750 MW Rewa Solar Project which is amongst the most significant solar 
projects in the world, was fully commissioned on 3rd January 2020. It has since been supplying 
affordable and clean electricity to Madhya Pradesh Power Management Company (MPPMCL), 
the state-owned discom, and Delhi Metro Corporation Limited (DMRC). RUMSL is 
implementing 1500 MW solar parks in the state, namely, 550 MW Agar Solar Park, 500 MW 
Neemuch Solar Park and 450MW Shajapur Solar Park in Agar ,Neemuch and Shajapur districts 
of Madhya Pradesh respectively. The power from 1500 MW solar parks will be supplied via the 
national grid to Indian Railways in eight states and Madhya Pradesh Power Management 
Company. 
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Fig 2: Dragon Scale Solar Tiles 
 

Google Headquarters, California : As part of its commitment to sustainability, Google's 
headquarters in Mountain View, California, have a sizable solar panel installation that provides 
for a sizable amount of the campus's electrical demands. We are able to harness the sun's power 
from various perspectives thanks to these panels and the pavilion-style rooflines. Our dragon 
scale solar skin will create power for a longer period of daylight hours than a flat roof, which 
generates its peak power at the same time of day. This will reduce our contribution to the well-
known duck curve in California, which shows the daily variation between the amount of energy 
required and the amount of solar energy available. Approximately 40% of the energy required by 
Charleston East and Bay View will be produced by the approximately 7 megawatts of installed 
renewable electricity when it is fully operational. 
 

 
 

Fig 3: Dragon Scale Solar Tiles 
 
 

CONCLUSION 
Solar-powered smart buildings offer a comprehensive approach to energy efficiency, resilience, 
and environmental stewardship, marking a paradigm shift in the design and operation of 
sustainable buildings. These buildings set the path for future generations to enjoy a cleaner, 
greener future by utilizing cutting-edge smart technologies and the power of the sun. Future 
cities will be greatly influenced by the incorporation of solar electricity into smart buildings, as 
the trend toward renewable energy continues to gain steam. 
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